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T he might ts paſſed, the day nat hand : 


Let vs therefore caſt off the workes 
of darkneſſe , and tet vs put on the 
armour of hght, 


Kat TSF in this preſentdrooping, | 
S, Ho and dead {a of the —_— 
Ee dclights a man, after the 
Q longlomenight, robchold 
2PAs theday, though molt-what 
cloudie, and at the {hortelt, much more de- 
lightfullmuſtthe ſame be in the molt plea- 
ſurable ſeaſons of the yeere, when the Sunne 
being in his greateſt {trengrh, affoordeth vs 
long, and faire dayes , tit tor many worthy 
cmployments. Bur if, immediately _ 
one of theſe chill and tedious nights, there 
ſhould ſhine foorth an vnexpeted Sum- 
merſday, which werencuer to be intercep- 
ted by any night or winter, or irkelomnetle 
at all, how would we be taken with delight, 
_ and admiration. The bleſſed Apoſtle Saint 
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Paul.after a very long & many wayes dark- 
{ome night, oblcruing, that now there had 

approached both ra himlelfe, and to his 
deare brethren in Chrilt, a day i 10 Many re- 
ſpects molt ppc; which was to expect no 
nightar all, with this congratulatory (peech 
2ddreſlerh hanflf ro them, and giveth this 
watchword,faying, Nox preceſs t; dies autem 
appropinquaut. The night is paſt , and the ay is 
at hand, 

With che lame Gnaace may I titly now 
turniſh my ſelfe, in this my firlt ſpecch, tor 
an attectionate congratulation with you, 
my beloucd brethren of 1talic, and you my 
other auditors hecre afſembled ro heare me. 
Foralmuch as I haucat this time ſer my ſelfc 
no other taske, then ro preſent in common 
mine owne toyes, together with yours : my 
comming into thele parts being, nor to 
teach athers, but to be taug ohtmy ſelfe, not 
to be an in{tructor,but to L atracted, and 
{ctaright. Now thercfore hauing viderm- 
ken, foe fatisfyiug r the defire, and pious re- 
queſt of many, to lpcake voto you this day, 
and happily as r4191c hereafter in the like 
maner, 


mancr, 1 intend to hold my {elfe ro my 
wonted {1mplicity of preaching, and plain- 
neſle of ſtile, and ro keepe alootefrom all 
choice phrales, and affected {treines of Ita- 
lian elegancies, conteyting my ſelferather 
ro workevpon theaiteCtions,then to latisfic 
the vnderltanding. 

I reſumetheretore my Text, and ſay,Nox 
precefsit &c. The night ts paſt, the day commeth 
on. Let os caſt off the workes of darknes,and put 
on the armour of light. T hele toure briefe pro- 
politions ſhall be the tourc points of this 
preſentExercile. 

1 Thehrltof the diucrlc mylticall, and 
ſpirituall nights, which are fayd ro be patled. 

2 The fccond of thediuerle dayes oppo- 
{ite rothoſenights. 

; 'Thethird of putting oft darkneffe. 
4 Thefourrhof purting onlight. 


B Vt before we vndertake the handling of 
theſe particulais,weareto preſent our ſelues 
in hearty praicrs betoreche throne of the di- 
vine Maicſtie, humblie requeſting ourhea- 
ucnly Father, tirft to calt the _ eyes of 


his 


- "© 
his mercyvypon his vniuerſall holy Church, 
and that it would pleale him by his ſpiritto 
vniteall Chriſtian Churches 1 the oncly, 
rrue, pure, and holy taith, tocombine them 


in perfect charity, to extinguilh all diſuni- - 
ons, to make vp all rents and ſ{chiſmes, ro 


mollifieall hardned hearts , that they may 


_ caſtoff theirobſtinacie, and lay afideall hu- 


manc _— and deſcignes; that fo all ob- 


ſtacles, hindering this fo important vnion, 


may be remooued. Let vs pray for all Chri- | 


ſtian Princes, that God would kindle in 
their hearts a feruent zeale ro procure the 


_ generall reformation of the Cl.urch, and to 


ſctforward this holy vnion. In ſpeciall ler 
vs pray for his molt excellcat Maieſtic of 
Great Britaine, the truc Defender of the true 
ancient, pure, & holy , Catholique, and A- 
poſtolique faith : that God would in his 
owne hands hold his Maicſtics heart, and 
continue {till rurning, and plying itto his 


| holy ſeruice, and to theaccompliſhing of 


whatſocuer rendeth to the ſpirituall, and 
tcmporall good of this moſt flouriſhing 


kingdome: that he would giue him a _ 
| an 
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anda proſperous lite, and finally put Satan, 
and all his other enemics vader hus feet. He 
bleſſe with all proſperity the Queenes Ma- 
icltie: Hee with his grace aſhitt the moit 
noble Prince Charles, eſpecially in thelc his 
tender yeeres,, which viually hold faſt the 
tirit good impreſſ10ns ; Infule, O Lord,into 
him fearg of thy holy name, zcale of pietic, 
and religion, andthe imiration of the ſolide 
and true Regall vertucs of his Father. Pray 
we likewiſetor the molt Iluſtrious, the E- 
Icctor Fredericke, Count Palatine, andthe 
Lady Elizabeth , that God will make them 
frunfull parents ofa bleſſed offpring. Pray 
weallo for the moit renowmed State of Ve- 
nice, that God would dcliuer them from all 
cheir enemies, and preſerue them in their 
full liberty. God cnlighren the mindes of 
thoſe wile and graue Scnatours , and giue 
them vnderltanding to know, and courage 
to execute wharſocuer. ſhall make for the 


aduancement of his glory, {cruice, and reli-. 


gion. Pray wee for the molt honourable 
Counlcllers, Goucrnours, and Magittrates 
wharſocuer of theſe kingdomes, that God 

Do . would 
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would powre downe of his ſpirit plentifully 
vpon them, for the good guidance and go- 


ucrnment of this people. Letvs pray forall 


Prelates, Prieſts, and Miniſters of the hol 

Vniuerlall Church: In ſpeciall for thoſe that 
mannage the ſpirituall aftaires in theſe king- 
domes,that they may p-rforme thcir {cruice 
ro God, andrto his holy Chnrch with true 
zeale, and an vpright heare. Lervs pray for 
all rhe Nobility of thefe kingdomes, that 
God would keepe and maintainc them in 
their due fealtie roward God, and toward 
their King, and alwayes incline their hearts 
to g00d, and holy deleignes. Pray we for all 
the people,thatGod would bleſſce them with 
all aboundance of fpirituall, and remporal] 
bleſtings. Laſtly lervs pray,that God would 


grant meſuch grace, that, in publiſhing his 


Jacred word, I may both my ſelfe reape in- 
wardly true ſpirituall fruit, and reach foorth 
the like to this honourable audiencg,,For all 
theſe rhingslet vs deuoutly fay that Prayer, 
- which our Lord IeEsvs CHxisrt:.hath 
raughtvs. Our Father, & c. 
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HE no leſſe cnlightned , then belo- 
 uedDiſciple of our Sauiour, Saint 
Tohn the Apoſtle, Euangclift, & Pro- 
' _ pher, intending to compriſe in a very {mall 
abridgement , the whole doctrine of the | 
Golpel, and to ſhew what was theaime, and F 
ſcope, whereto all Euargelicall preaching [- 
mult rend, infilted vpon two bricte propo- (* 
{tions combined together, but by relation 
ot contrariety ; the one afhrmariue , the 0- ; 
ther negatiue, both concerning God. And |. 
before he ſers them forth, in his firlt Epiſtle '1 
he premiſerh a faire troope to make way for 
them. Quod fuit ab initio &xc. That Which was Toba. r 
from the beginning, which wee haue heard, which 
w2 haue ſeene With our eyes, Which we haue looked 
pen, and our hands haue handled of the word of 
life. For the life was manifeſted, and wee hae 
ſezneit , and beare witnes, and ſh: onto you 
that eternall life, which was with the Father, and 
Was manifeſted onto vs. And yet,not content 
withthis great preparation, hce repcatcth a- ' 
caine, and faith , Thar, which wee hae ſ-ene, 
and heard, declare we onto you , that yee alſo m1y 4 
haue fellowſhippe with cvs , andour fellowſhippe c 1 
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# with the Father,and with his ſonne Teſus Chriſ}. 
Now choralbre hauing awakened vs with 
rouching vpon the excceding benefit of be- 
Ng receiiond into 41s! with the ho- 
ly Apoltles, by recejuing thar, which hec 
thus propounderhto| VS 3 Jer him fay atthe 
=_ what this is of fo great 1mportance, 
ich was from the beginning , that is, 
rom beyond all eternity : which the holy 
Apoltles had heard, and handled with rheir 
4.5 which thould bring vs cternall life, 
and which they wereto preach, and teach 
thorowour- the world : Let him ſay, and 
declarcit ina word, we will hearcit. Erhac 
eſt annunciatio &c. This is the meſſage , which 
we hanz heard , and declare vntro you. Well: 
Bleſſed Saint rohn, weare ready, and prepa- 
red to heare this youradmirablc and mylte- 
rious meſſage : vntold atlength that, which 
you hauchcard, and learnt, and ceined to 
report VNLO Vs, Bhiol d, hare in followeth 
in few words: Quoniam Dens lux eft . &inco 
tenebre non ſunt wlle; That God is foke,. ds 
him there ts no darkenes at a!l. Behold this is the 
abitrat, and ſumme of our faith, Thar God 
is 


: 
is light without darkneſſe. Therefore our c- 
rernall ſaluation confilterh in receiuing this 
light, and in caſting out darkneſle. Dew lux 
eft £xc. God is light. 

If God himſfclfe belight, what maruail: 
then, that hee ſo delighteth to imploy him- 
{elfe about light. The firſt inward Word, 
which God from all eternity brought forth 
within him(ſelfe, what was it buthis fubſtan- 
tiall, crernall word, his only begotten ſonne, 
whom we know to be Lumen de lumine, light 


bo 


of light. Lux era, que illaminat &c.The true ,, 


light , which enlightnerh euery man that commet/) 
into the world. Likewiſe the firlt external 
word of God, which hevtrtercd out of him- 
{clfcafteran crernity of ftilence, was this, Fiat 
lux, Let therebe light. Light, acreaturcſo be- 
loued of the Creator, that he thought good 
ro beſtow this one and onely quality as a 
ſufficient dowris on the heaucnly bodies, 
which arethe molt noble and cxaltedcerea- 
rures in all the ranke of (ſenſible fubſtances. 
But will ye-yer further obſerue, how greata 
friend God isto light, and cnemie to dark- 
nceſſe? Behold hee would nor {ufter his new 

B tramed 
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framed materiall world to remaine without 
lighr io much as thethree firlt dayes of the . 
Crcation. The Sunncand Moonethe two 

reat lights, rogether with the other leſſer 
ares of the {tarres, were to bee made the 
fcurth day : and yet, becauſe in this meanc 
while darknes was pon the face of the deepe, in 
the firlt diltinguiſhing of things our of the 
confuſed lumpe,God,as enemic of thisdark- 
neſle,ſayd, Let there be light,and there was light. 
Light rhe firlt borneot all rhevifible crea- 
turcs : light, which hath no poſitive contra. 
ry in nature : light, which dilplayeth ic {clfe 
toall, and makerhall things elſc manitfcit : 
light, which pierceth cucry rran{parent bo- 
dy though mot folide : light, che toy of the 


eyes, and comfortof cucry afflicted heart. 


 Quale gaudumeſt nubt, qui in tenebris ſedeo, 
lumen celi nen oideo * IT hat toy can ! take, that 
fit in dar knes, and behold not the light of heauen* 


ſayd good old Tobia, when hee was blind: 
Light, which transfuſcth it ſclfe in a mo- 


ment: _ whichcannotbedefiled by the 


rouch ofrhings impure: light, which giueth 
lifeco all colours,and actuaterh them: light, 
the 


® 


II 
the mother of all beauties, and ornaments 
of this ſenſ{1ble world. The Rainebow ma- 
keth a goodly ſhew being guarded, and ftri- 
p:d with ſomany, and lo amiable colours, 
which in truth are nothing els, bur the light 
of the Sunne reflected from dewie clouds, 
and by diyers compoſares of more, or leſſe | 
opacity reduced ro ſuch variety of colours. 
And generally al colours, which cloath with 
ſuch bcauty the belt vilible bodies, and re- 
preſentthemro the eic with delight, whar 
are they clit, bur mixtures of the lightſome 
elements with the ob{cure. To conclude, 
ligh: may by way of reſemblance, and parti- 
cipation be accomptcd a diuine thing, ina{- 
muchas God is lighr,and tn hinthere is no darke- 
nes. And therefore as ſoone, as God had.cre- 
atcd thelighr, the-pen of the Holy Gholt te- 
{tifieth, rhat God /aw rhe light that it was good, 
and diuided the light from the darkneſſe. Vpon 
theatclriguement of cuery other daies work, 
the Scripturecloſeth vp with this, Et wvidir 
Deus,quod efſet bonum; And God [aw that it was 
good, Burt _=_ worke of the firſt day, 
_ Wholly imployed in creating lighronly, rhe 
addiuon 


I'Z 
addition is more ſpecial]; Er widir Deus lu- 
cem, quodeſset bona; And God ſaw the light that 


. it was good. But as for darkenefle, that bc- 


ng inrerchangcablic to accompany the 
light for the bringing in of nighr , indeed 
there followeth Gods both ſeparation, and 
nomination of them both ; Diwuſir Deus, co 
rvocautt Deus : God ſeparated the light from the 
darineſſe, and God caileth the light Day, and the 
darkneſſe Night. But vpon this the Scripture 
doth notadde, that God ſaw that it was good ; 


| becauſe ( it1s S. Arguſtines argute collection) 
' God,asafſpecaall loucrofthelighr and hater 
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WF knes,gauz to tlic light only this appro- 


bation,and praiſe, Quod erat bona, that it was 
good. Bur of the day and night coupled r0- 
gether, he wouldafloord no ſuch commen- 
dation,lclt he ſhould giue ro nightand dark- 
neſſethe aduancement of ooodnes. Thereca- 


ſon is clearc; for that Deus | luxeſd, God 6s light, . 


and in him there i is n0 darknes, and hee tis, 
that dwelleth in that light, w bach no man 

can approach ynto: 
Well therefore might S. Paul frame this 
11s congratulation with the faithfull vnder 
; the 
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the meraphore of light, anddarkeneſle, day, 
and night ; Nox preceſ$it , dies autem appro- 
pinquauit ; telling this, as molt comforta- 
b.c newes, that a very longlome, and irke- 
ſome night was oucrblowne, and that a 


ooodly taire day then had oucrtaken them. 


Procopius writeth , that neere to the Pole, 
where the nights endure diuers monerhs 
long, the inbabitants in the end of fuch a 
nigh , at ſuch time as the Sunne vſcth to 
render himlelfe ro their view, get vp their 
higheſt mountaines, {triuing ro hauc the 
tirtt view of that molt deftred creature : and 
no ſooner doc they cſpic it, but they adoruc 
themſelues in their belt attire, and with mu-. 
ruall ioy and embraces congratulate, ſaying, 
Behold the Sunne, the Sunncappeares ; and 
ſo they inuite and fealt one another, And 
all this vpon the view of the materiall Suh 
onely. Another maner of teaſt, and 10y ir 
15, to which the Apoltleheere doeth incite, 
and inuite. Whilelt ina mylticall, and ſpiri- 
tuall ſenſe he proclaymerh to vs, that, The 
nightis paſled, and the day come. \Y gre he 
pointeth art the miſeries of rhe continuall, 

CC dread- 
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dreadtull, and hideous nights then ouerpaſl- 
{ed, andotthelong & happicdaics brought 
vato vs by that Sane: which knowesno 
JoINg dOWNEC. 

Nox preceſsit. Three kindes of nights are 
hee. c vadcritood by Saint Paul, wizreaf hc 
toyed that they were oucrpatled. The firlt 
the night of 1gnorance, the ſccond of finng, 
the third of negligence. To thele, in regard 
of ourlelucs, Ss thelc times, I wall adde a 
fourth, thc niohc of errors. char of thelc 
rac rwo firlt goc beforcthe rccetuing of the 
faich, namely the night of blinding 1gne- 
rance, and eyrannizing ſinne; -the atery wo 
tollow the faith recejucd, namely ttupifying 
\negligence, and infecting crror. 

Yee haucoften reade, and many of you 


conlideied the ſtrange maner of {[peceh vicd 


Th th :c holy Scriprures, 1N the dil {t1nc}ion of 


the ſix dayes of the Creation. And the evening, 
and the morning , weretize firſt day : Euery day 
hath its night, == dayg gocth before, and the 
night followerh aftcr, rhecmor ning makerh 
way forthe cucning. Surely 1 nature requi- 
rerh that the habitethould precede thc Pri- 
uation :; 
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uation : Whereupon —_ not to what 

urpole Ariſtorle pulled himſclte, and rrou- 
bled naturall Plulolophie, by {houldring in 
afrer Martrer & Forme, Prication for a third 
principle of naturall bodics, vnlefle hee 
meant hereby ,that wh arſocucris oencrated, 
maketh a patlage from not beeing vato bee- 
ing. Burt if fo, yet this not beeing might 
vw oll bceetcrm 4 NCgAtION rather then priua- 
tion; Orrather by privation; perhaps the 
Philoſopher would f1gnitie Vato vs -- 2- 
turall inchnation of martcr to recciue a 11ew 
forme, which appetite 1s very improperly 
called priuation. Now , as for the text Fa- 
fium cſ1 ofſpere, & mane C c.[tis enough tor 
vs, thatir, bzinga phrale meerely extranials 
nary , 1mportcth a myltery. Too tedious 
ſhould [ bee, if I ſhould hetre propound all 
the diuers opinions of the holy Fathers vp- 
ontholewords. Bur tor as much as ſerueth 
my purpole, [ doubt not, but that God in his 
mention was willing ro make man wholly 
diurnall, and no whit participaring, of the 
night: For hee created him right and wit, 
and endued him with ſuch gifts, whereby 
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hee might, if hee would, haue made to him- 
{elte, and roall his polterity, a perpetual] 
ſpiriruall day, which ſhould neucr haue 
{cene any nightatall. But God (inaſmuch 
as hee rolawe, that wretched man would 
withina few has after his creation aban- 
don the light, and calt himſelfe headlong 
inro darkneſſe) mooued with compaſſion of 
him,in his determination prouideda reme- 
dy, by dettinating for mans fake his owne 
ſonne, thetruelight,and ſunne of rightcoul- 
neſſero bring them from darkeneſle to light, 
from night to day. And therefore it ioycs 
my heartto thinke how God ordayned - 
(beſides other mylterious interpretations) 
cuen for the ſhadowing out this thert hid- 
den myſtery, the Scripture deſcribing the 
beginning of the world ffould (peake1 in this 
wile. Fabhum eit veſpere, & mane, tntumating 
firſt rhe eucning or night of mans miſery, 
andthen the morning orday of his redemp-. 
tion following, For as for his firlt eltate of 
integrity and light, it was ſo ſhort, thatit is 
notto bee accounted for a day in this kinde. 
And'{oS. Paul here not yarying tro this our 
COALCN- 
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contemplation, reioyceth that that io! 
patled, and this day arriucd; lay! ing » Nox pr. | 
ceſsit , dies. autem appropinguuauit. The niv 2h 15 
palt, the day isat hand. 

By the firlt of thele nights I meane 1gno- 
rance, or {mall knowledge of things c COn- 
cerning God. But hcere it may bee obiccted 
if S. Paul had written this Epiltle to the con- 
uerted Gentiles onely , well might he v nder- 
{tand by this night ignorance; Daw writing 
alſo tothe lewes  thew in Rome contend to 
Chriſtianity, it ſeemeth that they could not 
then betakentoliucin darkeneſle,and inthe 
nightof ignorance. For Notus in Indea De- 
14. In Iurieis God knowne, bis name ts great in 
Jr -acl. Inda was hs Sanftuary, and Iſrael his do- 
minion. "Nhich alſo was {1gnified in Feypt, 
when there was palpable darkaothh thorow- 
out all that land, but in the land of Goſben, 
where the childrenof Iſraeldwelt, there was 
cleerelight. The Prophet 1ſay ſpake onely 
of the Gendiles, when he fayd, The people that 
walked indarkeneſſe, haue ſcene a great light, and 
they that dwelt inthe landof the ſhadow of death, 


-vpon them hath the light ſhixed; The lewes had 
G1 the 
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the Law, andthe Prophets. Torhem(as Saint 
Pal witneflerhin this epiltle ) were commit- 
ted th2 oracles of God. Yer notwithltanding, 
{ccing that S. Payl hath madeno ſuch fſcpa- 
ration, nor diltinction berweene Iew and 
Gentile, butharh exprelly proclaimed, that 
che Go/pell is the power of God vito ſaluation to 
enery beleever , torhe TW firſt, and then to the 
Greeks. For by it the ri2hteouſnes of God ts re- 
nel dfromfaub tofaith , He intendeth there- 
forc, thatalwell the low , as Gentile by the 
mcanecs of the Golpelonly hath attained the 
true and perfect knowledge of God. So 
then the Golpell being * eg kghr, and day, 
for certaine, Nox prece/sit, The night is paſſed, 
not to the Genules onely”, but alſo to the' 
lewes. For it wee conlider the know edge, 
which was to be found either in Turie, or a- 
mong the Gentiles before tne comming of 
Chrilt, that, in relpect ofthe knowledge of 
God and of heaucn[y things, was very hall 
and thallow, whereupon ir might worthily 
he called mghr in compariſon of the clcarc 
day of the Golpell. As tor the Law, who 
 knowes not that it was Vmbra futurorum, The 
, {l1doW 


I9 
' ſhadow of things tocome, as S. Pail calleth it? 
Andititwerea "I We 1tdid partakeof the 
nature of night. Inthe Old Teltament the 


1 


myltcry of : fi Trinity is very obſcurcly al- 


luded varo. And as for that of the Incarna- 


tion, if it had beenc ordinarily vnder{iood 
of the Tewes , they would hot haue made 
ſ{uch reliance againlt Chriltt, Now therc- 
forc becaulc both lew, & Gentile betore the 
comming of Chritt were very weake, and 
wantcd the pertect knowledge of God, S. 
Panl hecre fayeth to them both, _ pr.e- 
ceſsit, The mghr1sg one. T he Prophet I/ai 
forctelleth ir, and the Euangclilt S. Matth:W 

confirmeth it, what was the meaſure of the 
ruc knowledge of Godas well among the 
lewes , as Cenciles: at the time when the 
Redeemer came into the. world. A bruiſed 
reede ſhailhee not breake, andthe ſmoaking flaxe 
ſhall be not quench. Our Sauiour Chriſt did 
fndeTudzato beea broken reede, wherby 
15inſinuared , (according ro the expoliton 
of my countryman Saint FHlierome) that the 
lew was notatthat time ſo loudly ſounding 


in ſerting forth theglory of God "as former- 
ly they 


Matth.tz. ec 
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ly they were. And1atruth that people then 
(as allo at this day farre more milcrably) was 
more guided by the ſu per[titious traditions 


- of their vaine Rabbines, then by the holy 


Scriptures. \Wherewith our Sauijour alſo vp- 
braided them, ſaying, Why doe ye by your tradi- 
tions tranſgreſſe Gods Commandement ? Andthe 
very fame now adayes is to bee found vnder 
the Papacie; where much more accompr is 
made of the Popes commandements , then 
of Gods ; The committing, of adultery be- 


10g reputed galantery, bur the cating of ficſh 


vpona Friday, a factiledge worthy of fagor 
and fire. As for the Gentiles, Chriit found 
them to be linum fumigans, ſmothering fAaxc, 
notalrogerher put out, but ſomwhar{moak- 
ing , by rcalon of that ſmall and weake 
knowledge of God ,whichtheglimple of the 
Law of Nature aftoorded them. And there- 
fore in concluſion, an vniuerſall and com- 
mon nightdid ouerſpread all, both Iew,and 
Gentile. And if Zachary the father of the 
great Baptiſt had not acknowledged the 
nightly darkeneſle, wherein both himſclte, 
and the reſt of that people remained , hee 

; would 


[ 


| 2.1 
would not haucſung,that Chriſt was the day 
ſpring fromon High, T ogiue light tothem that ſit 
in darkeneſſe, and in theſbadow of death , andro 
Luide our feet into the way of peace. Surely 
that, which we read in the bookeof Iob may 
be truely vnderſtoodas well of Iudaiſme, as 
of Gentilifſme; And this it is, Inmanibus ab- 
| ſconait lucem, C3 precepit ci, Ut rurſus aduenzat ; 
He bidetb the light in hu hands, and commanderh 
it tocome againe. Whereby is giuen vs to vn- 
derſtand, that God, before thar hee ſent the 
Light of his owne Sonne into the world, 
did hold the light ofthe knowledge of God 
claſped vp in his hand, ſo that, howſoc- 


lob 36, 3». 


uer ſome glimmering beames darted foorth 


' through the clifrs from betweene the fin- 

ers, yet he did reſerue the wyde opening of 
Fi hand till the fulneſſeof time; and there- 
forethen he commanded this light orrurſus 
adueniat, to come againe at that time when 


S. Paul ſhould ſhortly after proclaime, Nox 


praeceſstt. 

Bur if by this night wee will ynderſtand 

the true and torall darkeneſle of Infidelity, 

then are wee to ſay, that the Apoſtle doeth 
D 
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2,Cor.3. 
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not heere meane the ancient by-paſt times 


| þeforethe comming of Chriſt, but rather 


the very time whercin our Sauiourliued in 
his fleſh vpon thecarth , and when the Go- 
ſpel was firlt publiſhed by the Apoltles. In 
a word heere 1s eſpecialiy ro beevnderitood 
thatcſtate, wherein the new Chriſtians of 
Rome (aſwell lewes, as Gentiles ) were im- 
mcdiatly beforetheirconuerſion tothe Gol- 
pel, which was indeedan vrterdarkneſſe of 
night. Whatels were the Geriles of thattime 
in Rome,and throughout the whole world, 
bur Idolaters? Andas for theIewes, had not 
rhey then crucified our Lord and Sauiour 2 
Had not they then reiected their Meſlias ? 
Did not they the remain with the veile over 
their hearts? And what greater infidclitie, 
then notto recciue Chriſt? Nay,toperſecute 
him in his members 2? Euen in Ti night 
S.Paul accounted himſelfe ro hauc bin : And 
worthily ; Forhe reftifieth of himſelfe, that 
he was formerly a blaſphemer, and a perſecuter, 
and iniurious ; and that hee perſecuted the Church 
of God beyond meaſure , and waſted is. 'Out of 
the lumpe of theſe hardened, and blinded 


Jewes, 
\ 


__ 
? 
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Iewes, came the remnant of theſe, which 
embraced the Chrillian religion. Andthere- 

forc with good reaſon of theſe , as foot him- 
{elfe, $.Paul ſaid, Nox preceſsit, To vs,andin 
ſpeciall ro me, the night is paſſed. 

The ſecond night. whe:cof $. Paul would- 
here be vnderſtood, is the night of reigning 
{inne; and this was moſt common both a- 
mong the Tewes, and Gentiles. How hci- 
nous and filthy the enormitics of the Gen- 
tiles were, eſpecially in Rome, may appeare 
by the particular , and cuen loathſome cara- 
logue recorded by S. Paal in this Epiſtle. 
Wherefore God gaue them cop totheir hearts luſts, Row-: 
onto oncleannes , to defile their owne bodies be- 
tweene themſelues : who turned the trueth of God 
into a lye,and worſhipped, and ſerued the creature. 

I berefore God gaue them vp to vile affe ions of - 

molt abominable ſ1nnes. And deltrered them 

rop t0 a reprobate minde, to doe thoſe things which 

are not conuenient. Being filled with all conrigh- 

tconſnes, fornication, wickednes, couctouſnes,ma- 

liciouſnes, full of enuy, murther , debate , deceit, 

malienity, whifþerers, backbiters, haters of God, 

deipitefull,proud,boaFters,inuenters of euilchings, 
D 2 diſobe- 
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diſobedient to parents, without -Ondertanding, co- 
uenant breakers , without naturall aff: tion, im- 
placable,,onmercifull. Surely either $. Paul pro 


phetically deſcriberh the cnormous finnes, 
and molt corrupt maners of Rome , as fe 
fands in our times : Orels Rome,as now it 
i5,and hath bene for ſome ages paſt, hath vn- 
dertaken to be in all points like ro heathe- 
niſh Rome, as it was in S. Pauls time. The 
manifold wickednefles of the now Rome 
could not bee morecxactly pencelled , and 
drawenourt to life, then by that , which the 
Apoſtle here parricularizerh. O dreadfull 
night! © palpable darkneſle! $ vntollerable 
blindneſle! Verely fuch impicties, and im- 
purities conclude, that as yetthe firſt night 
of the want of the knowledge of God re- 
maineth rhere, Inaſmueh as ſo hidious finnes 
are proper tothe Heathen,as the ſame Apo- 
Rle wirneſſeth, Sicat & Gentes, As the Gen- 
tiles, which know not God. Non ambuletis ficut 
G& Gentes exc. That ye walke not as the Gentiles 
Palke,in the vanity of their minds, haniny the 0n- 
derftanding darkened, being alienated fromthe life 
of God, through the ignorance that is in them , be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe of the blindneſſe of their heart: Who being 
paſt feeling, bane giuen themſelues ouer onto laſ- 
ſeiniouſneſſe, to worke all oncleannes with gree- 
dines. Certainly ſuch life and maners,which 
are very ordinary and common in the Court 
of Rome ( yer I except whatſocuer good 


 menarethere) doe inferre,that according. iQ 


the Apoliles intimation, the knowledgeof 
God,and hope of cuerlaſting lifeis notto be 
found among them. Edamws, bibamus, cras 
moriemur.Let vs cat and drinke today,for we 
ſhall die ro morrow. And yetthey moſt of 
all ſhould open their cyes, and mend their 
maners. Thus therefore to the Gentiles 
made Chriſtians, Nox preceſ$t,The night of 
grieuous offences is —_ Neither yet were 
the Lewes our of the ſhade of this night; (us 


alios doces, teipſum non doces * Thou which teach- Rom.: 


eſt another, teacheſt thou not thy ſelfe * Thou that 
preacheſt a man ſbould not ſteale, doeſt thou ſteale 
Thou that ſayſt a man ſhould not commit adultery, 
doeft thoucommit adultery * Thouthat abhorre/? 
idols, doeft rhou commit facriledge * Thow that , 
makeſt thy boaft of the Law, through breaking the 
Law diſhonoureſt thou God ? For the name of God 
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is blaſphemed among the Gentiles through you. 

There « no difference , for all haue finned, and 
come ſhort of the glory of God. All therfore were 
oucrcloudzd with this nighrof moſt grie- 
uous {1nnes. Wee haue prooucd beth [ewes and 
Gentiles to te all-onder finne,as it is written They 
are all gone out of the way,th:y are all become cun- 
profitable, there is none that doth good. no not one. 

Now whatis the night? Nothing elſe,bue 
the abſence of the Sunne. And what elſe, but 
{inne, driucth the Sunne of rightcouſneſſe 
Chriſt Iclus from our ſoules. 1 maleuolam 
animam non-intrabit Sapientia- , nec habitabit in 
corpore ſubdito peccatis : Wiſedome will not enter 


/ into amalicionus ſoule,nor dwell in a body ſubieFted 
\ froſinne_. Whatis the night ?Iris the ſhadow 


of the carth interpoling ir {elfe berweene vs 
and the Sunne. And whatelle is {inne, but a 
darkc, and groſlc obſtacle intercepting the 
beames of : 4 inuiſible Sunne , ſothar they 
cannor pierce downe to vs ? Tour trangreſs:- 
ons baue made a ſeparation berweene God and you, 
and your ſinnes haue hid his face fr om you. What 


is the night? [t is a ſeaſon ynhit for trauailers 


other then'thole, that arc willing ro looſe 
their 


W 
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their way , and to aduenturetheir neckes in 
hcadlong downefals. And whatellcis fine, 
bur a wandring from the way that leadeth 
to heauen, anda downeright gallop into the 
pitof hell2 Dimifi eos ſecundum defideria cordis prym, 81, us, 
ipſorum; bunt in adinuentionibus ſuis. I gaue them 
Up to their oWwne hearts luſts, and they will walke 
intheir o'wne inventions. Improbus cum in profun- prov.1.z. 
dum cvenerit peccatorum contemnit : ſed [equitur 
eum ienominia &3 opprobrium. When the wicked 
man commeth into the depth of finne, he growerh to 
© contempt, but ſhame and reproach follow him. Of 
this night alſo S. Paul heereſayd, Thenight is 
paſſed:For they were now waſhed and clean- 
ſed from their {innes, and had their mem- 
bers alſo mortihed ; as I ſhall touch in con{1- 
dcring the day oppoſue tothis night. 
Thethird night, which S.Paul heere had 
an cyevnto,was the nightof negligence,and 
dulneſſe. Nay it may ſceme, that hee had 
principall refpe&t heereunto : For being 
that hee ſpake to the Romancs already con- 
uerted to Chriſt, whole faithalfo hee faydto 
hauc beene ſpoken of chorowout the whole World ; pom: 
they therefore were our of the nightof inh- 


delity. 
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deliry. Of whomallſo he had ſayd, that they 
were freely taſtified by Gods grace through the re- 
demption, that is m leſus ( briſt. --- by faithinbs 
blood; to declare bis rigbteouſneſſe for the remiſi- 
on of finnes paſt. And therefore now they be. 
ing iuſtified, and out of the night of {inne, 
yetthe Apofilein this chapter ſaith to them, 
It is now high time for cos to awake from ſleepe. 
They were therefore yet aſleepe, and fo re- 
mainedin accrtaine kinde of night, though 
they had ouerpaſled the rwo former nights, 
whereof I haue ſpoken. And of this third 
night the Apoſtles meaning is, thatitis not 
entirely paſſed ouer: but he cxhorteth them 
ro endeuor, and ſtriue to ſhake offthis ſleep, 
andto driue away this night alſo,as former- 
ly by Gods grace they had worne out the 0- 
ther two nights of ignorance, and of ſinne, 
Hetherefore vrgeth them to rouze vp them- 
ſelues from ſpirituall ſloth, and drowſineſſc, 
and to become watchfull in things pertei- 
ning to their ſaluation. This night will bee 
more cuidenrt by our mention Te day op- 
poſiteheereunto. | 

I paſle therefore to the fourth night, from 
which 


1 >< 2a; 
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which God our of his infinite bounty hath 
4 ced vs inthele times. C oncerning which, 
I may ſay with $. Paul, on mine owne "00s 
baltc,and yours (my bredwen of Italy, whom 
God hath bleſſed with the clearc light of the 
trrueth ) Noxpr.eceſsit , The night is pat. And 
tor this I make ſuch congratulation as may 
ſcrue, not to inſult vpon others, or proudly 
to glory in our felues, but to render duc 
thankes to the Almighty, and to ſtirre vp 
our affections to compallionate our bre- 
thren, who yet remaine in no ſmall davger, 
lying inthe deepe darkſomenight of man 
crrors , though _— the Chriſtian 
faith. Surely a night ſo much the more dan- 
gerous', 1n that theſe poore {oules deeme 
themiclues onely to enioy -the Light, and 
dreame that all others , who adhere notto 
their part, remaine in darkeneſle, Er dicunt 
bonum malum &*c. And call good ell, and enill 
2004, accounting light to be darkneſſe, and darke- 
neſſe light. 
The Church of God is ſayd to be ( aſtro- 
rum acies ordinata; An armie ſet inarray. And 


intruth the whole ife of man is a warfare op- 
E on 
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on earth. Burt this warfare of the Church,and 
this mighty Armie 1 my opinion may bee 
more hitly relembled ro ar Armada. on the 
Sea, then to a march on the land. In which 
regard the Church 1s called, A Merchants ſhip 
bringing food from a farre-. And our Sauiour 
Chrilt being in aſhip did then molt liucly 
repreſent his Church,as is very clegantly de- 


clarcd by the holy Fathers. Chrilt hath his - 


Nauic of many {hips of warre, that is, a col- 
lIection of many particular Churches wher- 
of he is the Head,and Generall. Againit this 
Nauy thereare intheſ{caofthis world open- 


-ly fer our many other ſhips of-warre vnder 


'the conduct of the Diuell, which arcile 
troopes of diabolical ſects, and fuperſtirious 
Inftidels, the enemies of Chriſt. And in this 
warfare I, to my great gricte, behold the 
ſhips that are vnder the fame Captaine, and 
Commander our Sauiour Chrilt, ro purſue 
oneanother with no lefle, nay perhaps with 
more hatred, then if they were indeed the 
thips of the enemy. The Church ot Rome, 
and thoſe that follow the conduct of it, hate 
td the death the Reformed Churches. And 

EE - , the 


I 
the Reformed hate them. I would faine 
{ct you right, my Auditors, 1n agreat, and 
very common miltake, if lo bee that yee 
thinke the Reformed Religion to becano- 
ther Religion wholly dittering from the 
Romane. The Religion of both is inthe 
maine cflentials and fundamentals rhe very 
{ame. Both haue the ſame Chrilt for their 
Lordand Malter; both the ſame baptiſme; 
both are founded by the ſame Apoltles; 
both haucand profeſle the ſame Goſpel. But 
totheend wee may vnderitand the eſtate of 
both the Romane, and Reformed Chur- 
ches, I meane to hold my felte ro my ſimili- 
rudeof ſhips, and Nauigation. The voy- 
age of the Militant Church is a continuall 
layling in the Ocean of this world, amidsa 
thouſand ſhelfes, and rockes, gultes, and 
quickſands , whereno ſhore, norlandartall 
is to beeſecne. For our pilgrimage hcereis 
in faith, and tendeth to the atraining of 


things inuifible. Wee wakke by faith , and not +.Cor.; 

by fight. Wee ſee now through a glaſSe darkly,but 1.Cor.x; 12. 

then weeſhall behold face to face. IWee looke net \.co..,.s. 
_: 
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04 the thimgs,that are ſeene , but on the things, 
that are not ſecne. For thethings,which are ſcene, 
are temporall . but therhings, which are not ſeene, 

are eternall. And the Nawgation, whercin 
the Church Militant 1s employ ed, tendceth 

ro Spirituall things, whichare not ſcene. And 
lurely in Sea voyages amidit the maine, 

wherc no land-marke can bec ſeenc tor the 
direction of the ſhippe, the onely certaine 
mcanes of guidance for Nauigation confi 
{tcth in he vling of a 000d Compalſle, 

bauing a Necdle well chad with the 
Loaditone, as allo in hauwng a Ship mans 
Card, or Sca:mappe iult] j quartered, and 
coalteet Hee that a 16. thele, or with a 
tallc Compalle, or Mappe, "Wy outof all 
{1yhr of ſhoare., may bee laide to wander 
iN VIter darkendlic, and midnight, though 
itbeat noone-ride, And contrary = Y hee 
that is furniſhed; wich a true Compaſlle, 
though hce faile in the deepe of Sca,and of 
ighe, t, yet, hee enioyerh the day , andcleare- 


: Ks hs paſlage at all occaſions. Now. for 


the difference of the Retgrmed Shippecs, 
and the Romance, it is not in the botrome, 
nor 


3? 
nor inthe tackciing, but oncly in the Com- ' 


paſle. The ac {hippe 1s a good Vet- 
{cjl, well built, not rottey, nor lallewin Pic- 
ces; it 1s .awell furniſhed KT Matts, with 
Yards, with Cordage, with Cables , w el 
Auichoas; it hath an exccllent Sea- -mappe : 
thepaſſengers, and common louldiers in it 
are all vader the colours of one and the 
ſame Generall, our Sauiour Chrilt. And 
in theſe there 1s no difterence betweene this 
Ship, and the reformed. Bur I tinde one 
maine diflerence betweene them , whence 
allo arilc an innumerable other dilparitics, 
and 1t is , that the Vilort , who fits at the 
{tcrne of the Romane ſhip, hauing throwne 
al1de the ordinary Compalſle, and leauing 
the vicot theapprooucd Sea-mappe , hack 
out of his owne capricious conceit deuifed 
anew Card, and contriued a new-tound 
Compalſlc of his owne, whole needle hath 
voalpcct roward the Pole, or touch at all 
oFthe Load-ltone. Surcable allo hereto 
bath be out of his owne head framed cer- 
taine Cardinall windes, which ſcrue onely 


for his Card. Nay ( hich is worſe then 
E 2 this) 
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this )hee hath intruded into the poſſeſſion 
of gouerning the helmes of all theſhippes, 
tharroade in his company , and from cucry 
of them hee hath taken away thevle of the 
ordinary Compaſle, and beating the Mar- 
riners, and ouer awing them by tyranny 
(who otherwiſe would docwell, and per- 
forme their office aright ) will haue no ray, 
bur all thoſe ſhippes mult daunce atten- 
dance after his. Andſo, forthathee viech 
notrue Compaſle, nor Carde, hee ringleads 
themall ro wracke, and they follow him 
faſt enough without light chrough the 
thickeſt darkeneſlc. 

Forthe vnfolding of this Metaphore, I 
ſayinaword, that the Biſhoppe of Rome 
at this preſent, and for many ages palt, lea- 
uing the trauailers true Sea-card , the holy 
Scriptures , and the vnmooucable North- 
Pole, the aime at Heauen and heauen] 
things ; and propounding to himſelſe one 
onely Port, his owne greatneſle, and tem- 
porallpompe, hath in bis deuifed Compaſle 
quartered out his owne counterfeit winds, 
which muſt blow for that hauen,; they arc 


dominion 


\ | 
dominion ouer all other Churches, maſtery 
oucr the Keycs , intallibility of his 1dge- 
ment, and authoritic in things Temporall, 
cuen oucr Princes. And as tor the POOTrc 
paſlengers,and common ſouldicrs, who are 
rranſported, and blindly clapt vp vnder the 
harches in the{e wandring ſhippes, he hath, 
to amule them, added in his talſe Card ma- 


ny baltard windes, painted outin guilded, 


and flourithed lines; namely , our owne, 


and others merits ,. [nuocation of Saints, 
religious worſhip of Images , the treaſure 
of indulgences, efficacie of Maſſes, and of 
Pricitly ablolutions, 4gnus Det's, hallowed 
Beads, holy Water. By theſe, and other fuch 
windez neucr found in the ancient. true 
Compaſſes , and whereof the ancient Pi- 
lors of the holy Church neuer heard any 
newes ; by thele blaſts will hce haue his 
tollowers to ſaile, whereby they are caried 
headlong into many molt important er- 
rors. The onely cavfe ofall rhis miſchictc 
is that Archpilor. For if hee were remoo- 
ucd, or could bee perſwadcd to leaue his 


owne monltrous Chuncricall Compaſle, 
| and 
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and tro betake himiclfe ro the viuall and 
auncientguide, preſently defacing all thoſe 
falſc windes , verily the goody fleete of the 
Catholique Church would cafily bceler 
right, and holding the ſafe and ſure way ( as 
the Reformed Companies haue done ) 
wouldapproach to the true hauen of etcr- 
nall blifle. True it is, thatthele Reformed 
Churches , becing milledde by this wan- 
dring guide, did ſomctimefollow thatvaine 
and deceirtull Compaſſe. Bur at length 
they haue better bethought themſclues and 
calting out that ſtrange intruding Pilot, 
they haue yeelded vprheir thippe to bee go- 
uerned by their owne true Steerſemen, {ſuch 


as God himſelfe hath ordayned. And fo 
vſing theinfallible Catd of the holy Scrip- 
rures,and the true Compaſle quartered our 
intothe fourc auncient Cardinall windes of 
the foure firſt generul] Councels, and ſe- 
conded with the vnder-windes of the holy 
Fathers, they make an happy voyage, and 
without wandring arriue at the appointed 
haucn of ſaluation. And this isthe miſcra- 
ble night of manifold crrours, whercin fo 


many 
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many poore ſoules ſuffer themſelars to bee 
hoodwinked , and lulled aflecpe + from 
which yet we are reſcued by the Almighty 
hand of God. And thercfore [ct vs yeelde 
him all poſhble chankes, that . This night is 
aſſed. 

If I ſhould here enlarge my ſelfe, andin- 
{iſt ypon the conſideration of thele forged 
miſguiding blaſts, to diſplay all the particu- 
lar errors, which make this cloudie night, I 
might encomber my lelfe in a confuſed 
( haos,out of which I could not getin many 
dayes,much leſſe inthelirtle portion of time 
allotted ro this Exerciſe. Yer I can doe no 
leſſenow, thentouch ſome of the moſt prin- 
cipall, and vniuerfall ofthem, out of which, 
 asfrom a roote, all theparticular crrors doe 
ſpring. 

It is very much behoouctyll tro the Pope 
for the mainteining himſelfe in the forged 
greatneſle of his vniuerſall Vicarſhip of 
Chriſt, ro holde the people in the deepeſt 
darkneſle of ignorance,and blindneſle,that 
poſſibly may be. To this a or one maine 
article, which he cauſcth to be taught in - 
F tc 
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the Churches ſubic& ro him, ſtands him in 
great ftead; namely, thar, for the fauing of 
mens ſoules, an mplicite faith ſufficerh: 
whereby a man belecuerh all ro be tructh, 
wharſocuer the holy Catholique Romane 
Church belecucth,and mainteinerth. And by 
this meane the Pope layeth open a way for 


bimſclfero perlwadethe filly peoplealready 


blinded with this credence, ro belceue, nd 
receiue whatſocuer hee impoſerh on them 
. forhis owne aduantage, and to makethem 
admit for an article of faith , that hee is the 
onely vicar of Chriſt: that he cannot erre im 
cathedra, iudging out of his chaire: that he is 
the Lord paramount of the whole Church : 


thatthe keyecs, and treaſure of holy Church 


are in his hands onely : that he hath power 
ro depolc Kings from their Thrones, and to 
diſcharge their ſubicCts of their oath of te- 
altic ;and infinite other ſuch fopperies: for 
the maintenance whercof, many wretches 
calt away their {oules. And by degrees ir 
will cometo thatpaſle one day, that he will 
make himſclfe to = adored for a God vpon 
earth. By this engine of implicite faith, he 

barreth 
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barreth vp the way to the people, ſo that 
they cannot come to defcry his inuentions, 
as long as they makeita {cruple of conſci- 
ence to examine, or confider what trueth 
may bee in ſuchdeterminations, which are 
made by him for his owne aduantage onely, 
and not for their ſoules health. In this meane 
whilethe poore vulgarthink, that they haue 
as much faith, as will ſeruefor their ſaluati- 
on; and yer in fine they will bee found to 
hauc none atall. I belecue thar, which the 
Church belecues. If I come notto particu- 
lar articles, I yet beleeue nothing, bur onely 
am in a diſpoſition ro belceue thar, which 
the Church of Rome ſhall preſcribe mee, 
whether true,or falſe. Verely for any manto 
fay,l belecue that, which another man belee- 
ucth,isas much,as if he ſaid, ſeethar, which 
another man ſeeth, though my owne eyes 


| be ſhut. And as no mancan be faid ro lee, - 


but only when thefaculty of his owne ſighr 
excrciſeth irs operation vpon a particular 
obicct; ſothere 1s no aCtuall belecuing, bur 
when the vnderſtanding,and will doca&tu- 


ally apprehend, and embrace the obiect of 
| T 4 faith. 


2487 


40 

faith. There are vnder the Papacy, there are 
among the people many men cndued by 
God with ſufficient iudgementand capacity 
to receiue good inſtruction in many mylte- 

ries of our faith, if they had conuenient 

meanesand _—_— tro learne them:bur 

by reaſon of this implied faith, they are nor 

only kept from learning thoſe things which 

they ought toknow,butalſoagreat number 

of them, and they not of the dullards, when 

they vnder a confuſed notion apprehend 

{uch articles, frame to themſclues falſe, and 

erroncous conceipts of them. How many 

being enwrap alin this implicite faith,and 

being otherwiſeable diltin&tly ro vnder- 

{tand, thar there arc in Chrilt rwo diſtinct 

natures, and but one onely perſon, and thar 

- diuine, yet thinke that Chriſt is man by an 

humane perſon, and ſo are Neltorians? 

How many arc there, that belecuc Chriſt to 

beameere man,and ſoare Arians: How ma- 
ny belccue that in Chriſt thediuine and hu- 
mane natures are confounded into one na- 
ture ? Innumerableſuch monſters of all he- 
rcſ1es may bee found vnder this Chimera of 


inuolued. 
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inuolued faith.Beſ1des this,the more to che- 
ri{h theſe monitrous errors, the Popes barre 
Chriſtian people from all means of learning 
the verities of the Chriſtian faith , forbid- 
ding them the vle of the holy Scriptures in 
ſuch language, as they may vnderitand. For 
they are well aſſured, that the very vulgar 
would, by reading the Scriptures, diſcoucr 
the manifold deuilcs, and rrickes, wherwith 
the Popes, the Bilhops, the Preachers, the 
Pricits, and Friars deJudethe {umple people, 
ro draw money out of their purſes, a ro 
make themſclues bethought ſo many Gods. 

Itthe people might bee ſuffered to read the 
Scriptures inthe mother rongue,they would 
finde, thatall the rwelue Apoſtles had the 
ſame charge, in all reſpects, equall with S. 
Peter, of planting, & gouerning the Church. 
They would lee, thar in all the Bible there is 
nothing to bee found for S. Peters being at 
Rome, northat hee hath left any ſpeciall 
charge with the Biſhop of Rome. They 
would be aduertiſed,thatall Biſhops ſucceed 
the Apoſtles in equall power among them- 


Oo 
{clues, without ſubieRion of one to another; 
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And thatthevnion of holy Church conſi- 
{tethin che vaity of faith, and in charity, 
whereby all Churches are combined, and 
embrace onethe other, and not in being vn- 
der any oneviſible head, burvnder Chrilt, 
cthetruc,and only head ofthe Church. They 
would well know, thar the Maſle hath no 
other vie, nor bringeth any other ſpiritual] 
benefite, then to conſecrate the holy Sacra- 
ment for Communion, and that only,when 
there arc ſome, more, or leſle ro communi- 
cate, that the pronouncing of ſome part a- 


loud, and whiſpering the reſt, fo that the 


__ heares itnor, 15 buta mockery. Like- 


wiſe that thoſe mimicall geſtures with the 
hands,leggs, and eyes feruefor nothing,bur 
to ſet the people on gazing in a wonder- 
ment. They would learne, that in the bread 
of the Euchariſt there is the true body of 
Chriſt Sacramentally, and aftera wonderful 
maner, which to vs is inexplicable ; butnot 
in fleſh andbones, with cyes,hands,and feet. 
Neither ſhould they cuer finde, that thar 
conſecrated bread is to bee adored for God, 
cuen as wee adore not the water which re- 

preſents 
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preſents the blood of Chriſtin baptiſme, al- 


though, by the power of Gods grace, this 
water,and that bread in him that receiueth ir 
worthily, worke maruelousſpirituall effects 
in the ſoule. They would vnderſtand, that 
Purgatory, being not once named, nor im- 
plicd in the Scriptures, 1s an inuention or 
the Pricſts, and Friars,to make men call for 
Maſles, and todraw on paiments, and obla- 
tions forthe reſcuing of ſoules out of Pur- 
gatory. Which deuice rayſcth an ipcome, 
whereby ſucha {warme of idleſ{bies(not on- 
ly vaprofitableto the Church, bur allo ſcan- 
dalous)are maintained, liuing iniollity, and 
wa:lowing in all vncleannefle. Theſe, and 
many other like trucths would the people 
deſcrie, if they might read the holy Scrip- 
tures, nor would = {uffter themſelues to 


be any longer decceiued , and fuddled vp in 


that darkecloud,and night of infolded faith. 
Much the ca(tcralſo would they vnderitand 
theſe things, if together with the Scriptures, 
diuers godly , and holy Bookes might bee 
{uffered rocome to their view, which diſco- 


uer the impoltures of the Papacie, and f1n- 
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cercly lay down the true way to faluatis;yct 
theſe Bookes are moſt falſly by the Pope,tor 
his owne behoofe, declaredto be heretical}, 
and prohibited,as peſtilet inthat kind, with- 
out cuer ſhewing particularly wherin theſe 
pretended hereſtes conſiſt : Which are not- 
withſtanding taught by the holy Fathers of 
the Church. Burtthis is his retuge for ſecu- 
rity, leſt hiscrrours ſhould bee diſcoucred. 
And,as for ſo many ſoules running this way 
headlong into hell, that troubleth him nor, 
may he Yo while hold vp his wordly pomp. 
Andſo much of the firſt generall error. 
Another generall error, wherewith the 
captiuated Churches in Iraly , and many 0- 
cher elſewhere areſeduced,isthe perſwading 
ofthe {1mple people, that they obtaine infal- 
lible remiſſhon ofall their ſinnes committed 
after bapriſme, by vertue of certaine exter- 
nall, ſenſible, and mareriall actions , which 
 arecalled Sacraments ,and Sacramentals.In- 
deed the common people being by nature 
prone, and haſty to ſuperſtition, and more 
willing.and ready to vadergoe externall ca- 
{1epertormances, then inward dutics difh- 
culr, 
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cult,anddiltalttul to 9th and blood,puttoo 
much contidence in theſe ourward ſuperſti- 
tions, being inthe meanetimedeltituteof 
ctherrue inward cffect of deſired remiſſion 
of their f1nnes, and lo the blinde being led 
by theblinde, both fall into the pit. 

The true Sacraments inſtituted by our 
Sauiour for remiſhon of {1nnes, are holy 
Baptiſme,and thefacred Communion. And 
che only true and reall remedy, whereby re- 
miſlion of [1nnes,done after Baptiſme,is ob- 
rcined, is Repentance, which confiſterh in 
trucſorrowing for ſinne, together with re- 
ſolution to leaue ſfinne by the afliſtance of 
Gods grace. But ſee how extrauagant the 
Papall doctrine is in this point : Namely, 
that itis neceſſary to confeſſe toa Prielt all 
and 2uery ot our {innes, one by one, toge- 
ther with the circumſtances of them ; and 
that thereupon preſently comes abſolution, 
whichex opereeperato by vertue of rhe deed 
done, thatis, igfalliblic, by a Sacramental] 
operation, relcaferh the {inne quantum ad cul- 
pam,as much as concernes the guilrineſle of 
it: and asforan aftcr-reckoning, quantumad 
G pengm, 
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46 
penam, concerning the puniſhment,rhar 1s 
remitted by ſatisfaction enioined, or by In- 
dulgences. This ſo mighty <thcacy chey at- 
rribute*to Pricltly abſolution, by verrue 
whereot they will that a ſinner preſently 
becommerth ex attrito contritus, that is to ſay, 
though he doe not truly and ſoundly repent 
him of his ſfinnes, but conceiue a certaine 
{leight and light ſorrow,out of feare onely 
of Gods puniſhments, and not out of hatred 
of {inne, yetypon the act of abſolution, hee 
enioyerththe benefit of remiſhon, as tully,as 
if he had true andentirc repentance, toge- 
ther with hatred of {inne.In this maner they 
breed vp a ſinner, and make him in his at- 
fection to cleaue faſt ro his ſinnes, whileſt 
he flattereth himſelfe, that Confteſſ1on tur- 


neth his attrition into contrition. And thus _ 


ooreſoules , being beguiled with this blin- 
ding and benighting Doctrinc,truſt ſo farre 
vpon this their externall Confeſhon,and ex- 
rernall AbſoJution,that they negle& inward 
repentance,and ſo ſticke faſt in their {innes, 
thinking that they haue done their part, 


when they hauc gone oucr the beadroule of 


their 
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their ſ1nnes,and fo receiued Abſolution.Pur 
thoſe good foules, that pur not this ſuperlti- 
tious cotidenceinany luch power of Abſo- 
lution ( which in trueth cannot deriue from 
the Goſpel any Sacramentall operation) and 
ccrtainely vein themſelues, that they 
haue no other meanes of remedy, then true 
hearty repentante, they relic vpon that one- 
ly, and make requeſt to God Bri by bum - 
ble and feruenr prayers, viing allo other 

helpes, whereto - Scriptures direct vs, fa- 
ſtings, giuing of almes, and other workes of 
charitic : Not that theſe doe farisfic for the 
puniſhment,as the Romanilts vain'y teach, 
{ For God, when hee pardoneth the finne,re- 
mittethalfo rhe puniſhmer, as 1s molt cleare 
in Scripture) bur, .becauletheſcare fruits of 
inward Repentance, and parts ofourward ; 
and {o make way for remiſſion of ſinnes. 
But the Romiſh prepoſterous courſe ( mil- 
raking, and mif-doing in thedarkenight of 
this crror) worketh cleane contrary,and ſet- 
tech thecart before the horle, firitgranting 
remiſſion, andafterward impoſing workes 
of repentance, which indeede ſhould goe 
3-3 bcfore 
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before repentance , and much more before 
remiſhon. And by this reckoning the vn- 
happy ſoules, when they thinke themſelues 
molt free, then remaine molt bound, and 
vnpardoned before the throne of God. T his 
deuile thertore of Sacramentall Confeſlion, 
and Sacramentall Abfolution,as they terme 
It, as it 1s pernicious, fo it haththe brand of 
noueclty, bcing tir{t impoſed by Pape Inno- 
cent the third : After the entrance whereof, 
the form? of true repentance is very hardly 
to bce found in the Churches ſubiect rothe 
Papacy. 0 how much bertcr were ut for a 
{inner not to goc to Contellion , but on:ly 
when he findeth himleltein his owne con- 
{ciencc rightly.difpoſed, & to be in the {tate 
of true repentance? Forthe often frequen- 
ting of Conteſlton,as itisvied,and receming 
of Abſolution, ſuchas it is, makes a ſintull 
wretch feede himfelte with ſhadowes , and 
{ceme to himſlclte to giue his conſcience fuf- 
ficient ſatisfaction. Whereupon he, not ſce- 
ing the miſerable cſtate, wherin he remains, 
neuer thinketh ſeriou [iy of truc repentance. 
Whereas, it hee had notthat vainc imploy- 
ment. 
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ment, which ſeructh him bur to cloake his 
{innes, he would tinge himtelte ro bee yet in 
the eltate of ſinne, and would carneltly be- 
chinke himſelteot the true remedy, namely 
inward {1ncere repentance, which, withour 
ary other conte(l10n, or ablolution, cancel- 
Iech our f{innes, as fully appeareth out of the 
holy Scriptures,and Fathers. Ir is thereforc 
an errour very grieuous, and hurtful to the 
foule, to belecue that thele externall perfor- 
mances conferre remillion of {inncs, and 
that they arc neceſſary therun:o. What ſhall 
we ſay of fomany other meere externall rri- 
fles, whereto the people is molt ſuperltit- 
oully inclined,as holy water, beades,croſſes, 
conlecrared Images, Papall and Epiſcopall 
benedictions, Stations, Pardons, the new 

found hoode of the Carmelites, called the 

Habitell,che whipcoards of Saint Francs, the 
zirdles ofthe Cordclicrs,the viſiting offuch' 
a Church in ſuch dayes,or of theſe and thefe 

altars, and reliques , nay the very hearing of 
Maſfles, and ancaling him, that lies a dying ? 

Theſe, and ſuch like other outward ſhewes, 


doc fill, and puffe vp the ſoule with a very 
G Z {urteit | 
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ſurfet of an imaginary , and falſe deuotion. 
Wheruponmen thinke notof purging their 
conſciences, ofconſummaring their faith, of 
inflaming their charity towards God, and 


toward their neighbor;they buſte notthem- 


ſelucs aboutrepenting of their ſinnes, and 
performing thoſe intervall actions, wherein 
theeſlentiall part of our reconciliation with 
God, and eternall faluation doth conliſt. 
And whena man hath once in aday f19ned 
himfelfe with the {1gne of the Crofle, and 
ſayd ouer his Pater Nofter, (which he vnder- 
ltands neuer a whit) together with his Az 
Maria, and hath heard Maſle, why then for- 
{ooth he is a Saint, and hath learned enough 
inreligion : and ſofaltning vpon theſe our- 
{ides,heſets vp his reſt on ; A for his ſalua- 
tion. And,ifat any time they can enſnarean 
vngrounded Proteſtant, and winne him o- 
uer to their partie, they thinke him very well 
furniſhed, if he can beleeuc in the Pope, and 
will heare Maſſe ; pon this preſemly, with- 
out any more adoc, they declare him to bea 
moſt perfefCatholique.Letthem not heere 
tell me, that the inwards of the ſoule are ſtir- 


red 


wad, rs A, ___bu 8=_jus —_ nm gh A Huw -: 


[ —_Yy | h— - 


I 
red yp, and whetted by theſe outward aCti- 
ons. Forexperience fhewcth the contrary, 
that the people, when they haue tired them- 
{clues with viſiting ſo many altars, with hea- 
ring ſo many Maſles, with chewing ouer lo 
many halte-{corcs of Aue Maries,in running 
oucral the Roſary,when they haue ſoand {o 
many times kiſſed the Crofle, and haue bin 
in Procettions , they lookeno further, bur 
deeme themſc]uecs to bee all holy, and rhat 
they need nothing elle; and yer they goc on 
intheir {1nnes: nay , ſuch as theſe, forthe 
molt part, become intheir inward, worſe 
cucry day then other , and forall this,mend 
not their lives, nor ſettle themſelues to true 
repentance. Ot rhelſe poore ſtarued ſoules 
we may lay, Paruuliperierunt panem, &* non 
e5t qui frangat es. The children called for bread, 
and there is none to breake it tothem. Andifthey 
affoord them any ſcraps of bread, it mult 
not be the true bread of life , but in ſtead of 
wholeſome and nourithing bread made of 


wheat, they ome them bread made of bran, 


or acornes : and, to keepe them from fence 


of hunger, they (tufte them vp with {wines 
meac 
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mecar, the huskes, and ſhalcs of theic fuper- 

Buous , andfuperititious deuotions. What 

s now adayes catrieth away the noiſe in their 
pulpits? what, bur the Papacie, Purgatory, 

and [ndulgences, and othertheike ſuper- 

ſtitions ? Here oneextolls a certaine Image 

of the bleſled Virgin to bee feene in his 

Church, which makes nuracles Gods plen- 

ty : bur theſe feares are either imagined, or 

dreamed of, orclfe contriued by impolture. 

There another ſtands vpon the commen- 


a rroope of lighted Torches about it: and, 
the more to endeare it, hee withdraweth 
the Curtaines but ſeldome, and openeth 


the Shrine art a few let times in the yeere. 


the ſame end ; namely to allure the ſimple 
peoplero flocke to them, and fo ro worke 
vpon their purles. O mr ery of corruption ! 
O night © cencilc! 

I paſſe now to the third generall crror, 
and it i$ this: That the thunderbolr of ex- 
communication darted out by the Pope is 

| _ eucrmore 


dation of a ccrtaine wodden wonder-wor- 
king Crucifixe, making a moſter of it with 


Otherwhere others doc the like, and all for 
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cucrmore very terrible, and that it ſtrikes 
deepe, wounding the foule, and tumblin 

it downe-rightinto hell, if the Popes com- 
mands be notobeyed. True it is, that cuc- 
ry Biſhop withinthis owne Biſhopricke ( no 
lefſe then the Pope within the Biſhopricke 
of Rome) hath power to excommunicate 
grieuous, and ſcandalous offenders, cither 
debarring them of Ecclefiaſticall commu- 


nion with other Chriſtian people, varill 


they amend ; or, if thecaſe bee deſperate, 
caſting them otit of the Church, and cut- 
ting them off from the body of Chriſt , as 
dead and rotten members. But whenlſoc- 
uer ſuch Excommunications are ſent out 
withoutiuſt, yea and moſt weighty caule, 
they more hurt him that thundereth them 
out, then them , againſt whom. they arc 
bent. It muſt _ therefore be a grear 
folly , to ſtand in fearc of the Popes Ex- 
communication whenſocuer hee threatens 
in this ſort, Either belecue whatſocuer I ſay, 
or I will cxcommunicate you: Either ad- 
mit me to be ſupreme Lord of allthe world 


both in (pirituall, and remporall matters, 
or 


or you (hall be excommunicated : Either 


acknowledge, and worthip meefor a god 


vpon carth, or you ſhall bee held for Ex- 
communicate. To bring his owne ends to 
paſſe, heworkethinthis ſort : hee compel- 
leth men both to beleeue, and allo ro per- 
forme whatlocuer he pleaſe: hee forclaycth 
meanes to keepe {imple ouerfearctull men 
in awe, fo thatthey ſhall notdare to ſtand 
out in their owne defence againſt his Ty- 
rannie. By theſe vaineterrors he taketh a- 
way the vic of many excellent bookes, 
therefore prohibited, becauſe they Jay open 
his colluſftons. Neuerthelefle this rule is 
certaine, and infallible, whoſouer, walkin 
vprightly in the fight of God, with ſincert- 
ty of heart , and honeſt intention , readeth 
bookes, nor out of carnall curioſity , bur 
out of deſire to learne, and 19difſccrne be- 
rweene truth and falſchood, and to the end 
that hee may not alwaies remaineblind, ler 
him not fearea whit, nor makeany account 
of ſuch Excommunication, which can nc- 
uer ſeparateany man from God, vnleſſe hee 
hath in his owne heart tirlt ſeparated him- 
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ſelte from him. Without doubr, the Pope 
makerh grear vlc of this ſcarcrow feare of 
Is Excommunications,as a fit engineto cn- 
torce many a falſchood, and to hideout of 
the way many truths, for the vpholding of 
his owne molt vadue, and viurped great- 

neſle. This indecede hath bene his weapon, 

wherewith hcelong 1ince hath layde abour 
him ; bur ithath beenercrorted backe ypon 

him by many holy men , who hauc not {pa- 

red to laugh at his falle thunderclaps, bol- 
red out by greatabule withour necellity, or 

1uſtcauſcar all, and haue made him to giue 

oucr with ſhame cnough. Let vs now there= 
fore renderour thankes to God, who hath 
reſcued vs de ore Leonzs, out of the mouth of 
theLion,andde nube erroris out of thecloud 
of crror, ſo that the enemy cannot leade 
vs into ſuch deepe darkenefle, as heyet doth . 
many ſoules miſerably captiuated ro him. 

And thercforeto vs,Nox preceſsit, The night 
i past. IE, 

Dies autem appropinquauit ; But the day hath- 
approached.To thele foure nights there areas 

many daies correſpondent, The tirſt is of 
IT the 
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the knowledge of God , and of the holy 
Chriſtianfaith, the ſhadowes being diſchar- 
ged, and the veiles taken away by the com- 
ming of Chriſt , when that which lay hidde 
vnder types, and darke reſemblances , was 
manifelted by the light of the Goſpel. Nei- 
ther was it without myſterious ſ1gnificati- 
on, that at the very paſſion of Chritt the veile 
of the Temple was remt from the toppe doyne to 
the botrome. For the ſacred myſtcries of God 
were not now to remaine any longer cur- 
rayned vp, inaſmuch as atthe appearing of 
the Sunne of righteouſnes all thoſe cloudes 
 anddarkenes vamihed away ; clecre reuela- 
tion beeing then madeto vs of the vnity in 
Nature, and trinity in Perſons in God, and 
of the Redeemer, the true and natural! 
Sonne of God, in whomare two Natures, 
the onediuine, theother humane, ſubſiſt- 
ing in thediuine Perſon of the Word. He 
x1n ſubſtance, and cleere ſigniftcation the 
foreſhadowed ſpotleſſe Lambe of God: He 
1s the true Sacrifice, which was hidden;and 
veylcd inthe facrifices of theold Law, the 
molt precious facrifice offered vp vpon the 
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alcar of the Croſſe for our ſinnes ; whereto 
no other ſacrifice is now to ſucceed, beſides Rem. 12. 
the reaſonable ſeruice of our ſoules, and bo- 
dies, and perpetuall thankeſgiuing , anda- 
doration of his moſt holy name. | 

The ſecond day is the day of Grace, with 
full remiſſion of all our ſinnes in holy Bap- 
tilme , the Church beeing ſanCtified , and 
cleanſed bythe Lauer of watcrin the Word. 
Of thoſe , that recciued Chriſt by the 
preaching of the Apoſtles, Saint Paul faid Feb. 5: 
lee were ſometimes darkeneſSe, but now yee are 
light in the Lord , whocommanded light to ſhine 
out of darkeneſſe. Tothe Gentiles thelighr 
of Nature, and to the Iewes the Law did 
point at what ought to bedone;but neirher 
the one , nor the other gaue grace , and 
{trengrh ro worke well , as Saint Paul proo- roms. 
ueth : For that Nature becing corrupted yebs.o. 
was ouer nimble to runne headlong into 
ſiane. Butthe graccof Chriſt helpeth our 
naturall weakeneſle, and helpeth vs to bee 
fer free, and preſerued from finne, and 
therefore, Hic dies appropinquauit , The day- 
hath approached. 


Ones Sn Oy o_ 


geo oy wet woe zoo. oa ec 
- _y 5s : . WT i om 


© tos = - &: w 
© « ne Lg ED TED yh 
-— > IX A _ ng_ 


H 1 The 


58 

The third day is the day of watchful- 
neſle, diligence, and care. The wild, and 

{auage beaſts watch moſt of all in the nighr 

runc, forraging then for their prey. On che 
contrarie , man rgpoleth himſlelte in. rhe 

night, and goeth about his bulineſle in the 

Plliog.2o, day time, Baſu; tenebras , & fatta eſt nox, 
m ipſa pertranſibunt omnes beſtie Sylue , Exc. 
| Thou madeſt darkeneſſe , and it #s night , where- 
g in all the beaſts of the Foreſt creepe forth . The 
young Lions roare after their prey,and ſeck their 
meat of God.: When the Sunneriſeth,they retire, 
and couch in their dennes . It 15 not ſo with 
man: For when the Sunne is vp, then Ext- 
bit homo ad opus ſuum, &c. Man goeth forth to 
bis worke, and to his labour till the Euening. It 
is the properticof beaſts, and thoſe the moſt 
harmefull , ro make the day their time of 
| {leepe, and che night their time of labour : 
1 ſo of men, thoſe that employ themſclues a- 
bour cuill;ſhun the light. Mer loued darke- 
neſſe more, then the light For their workes wcre 
euill. Euerie man that doethewll,hateth the light, 
and commeth not to the light leaſt his deeds ſhould 
be reproued. Burt thoſe men, that take not 
| after 


lohn 3. 19. 
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after ſuch wild Wh, employ themſclues 

in good works,as muchas they can,whilelt 

they haue the oportunitic of the light, and 

{pend not the day in ſleepe, but make their 
aduantage of the time. He, that doerh the Tobn ; +1. 
trueth, commeth to the light ,that his deeds might 

be made manifeſt; that they are wrought im God 

Chritt our in(tructor, and enſample, {aid of 
himſelfe, 1 muſt worke the workes of him, that 
ſent mee, whileſt it day . The might commeth, 

When no man can Wworke. How much more 

ought wee cuerie of vs to lay the ſame of 

our {clues, to whom S. Paule ſaycth, Hora 

eſt tam nos de ſomno ſurgere.. Now 1t1s time 

for vs toariſe from ilecpe. Whilelt the da 

of this life lakteth we are to bulic our {elues 
in good workes, and to ſhew thar we haue 
a l1uely faith. YVenit nox ; The night commeth, 
wherein no man can Wworke. Itis ameecrec foll 
ro cxpect (as the Romanilts doe) that others 
thould worke for vs, and apply their works 
rovs when weeare deadand gone; that 0- 
thers ſhould faſt tor vs, purchaſe S. Gregories 
Maſles, and fecke out priuiledged altars, 
and procure Indulgences for vs, Per mo- 
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Ia.z8.18,19. 
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interceſſion , they ſecke out priuiledged al- 
cars: Butthenightouerrakes them, where- 
in no man can worke; ſurely neyther him- 
ſclfein perſon, nor others ro his vie. @ur 
journey isended : we by death arriucat our 
long home,cither of erernall Saluation,or of 
cadleſſe damnation; there is no meaneeltate 
berweene theſe two. If the tree fall toward the 
South ,or toward the North, mthe place where the 
tree falleth, thereit ſhallbe. Therefore whilett 
the day holdes, doc that, which thou haſt to 
doc. The dead prayſenot the Lord , neither any 
that goe downe into the place of ſilence , that is, 
into the grauc. But we (that liue) let vs prayſe 
the Lord. The graue cannot praiſe thee,death can- 
uot celebrate thee, they that goe downe into the pit 

cannot hope for thy trueth. The liumng , the liuing, 
he ſhall praiſe thee. The fourth kind of day, 
is the day of pure & meeretructh. The nighr 
is paſſed of ſo many errors , which with the 
Papacy hauecreptinto the Papall Churches: 
and to vs, by the grace of the Almighty, the 
day is arriued. He that liued vnderthe Pa- 
pacy might, and ought then to ſay in his 
prayers to God, Emitrelucem tuam,e7 Ucrita- 
em 


Ex 


tem tuam. Send foorth thy light, and thy tructh. val g;.. 


Bur he,that is freed thence,multin{i{t vpon 
that, which followeth, 1p/a me deduxerunt,es: 
adduxecrunt in mortem ſanftiituum, C in tabr- 
naculatua. They haue led me ,and brouzht me vnto 
thy koly bill, and to thy tabernacles. Here ( belo- 
ued brethren) heere 1n this Kingdome wee 
haue the hull of God, which is ray{cd vp to- 
wards heauen, and {tandeth difcoalted tarre 
cnough from the finke,and myre of the Pa- 
pall corruptions. Hereate the rabernacles, 
and rents ofthe armies of the Lord of hoſts 
pircht in goodly aray, and turnithed for the 
confronting all oppofite forces. Heere the 
light of the ttueth is freely,and openly let in, 
Hecre the holy Scriptures are moſt exactly. 
ſtudied. Here arc great multitudes of lear- 
ned men,and aboucall,the molt learned the 
Anoyntcd of the Lord, a King, whois the 
wonder of the Kings ofthecarth, a match- 
lefle parerne to all the Kings and Princes of 
Chriitcndome, of great zeale1n purging, ad- 
uancing, and mainteining Chrilts holy Re- 
livion. Heere the fincere word of God is 


raught plenrifully, Here the Biſhops arc Ve- 
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ry learned, religious, and vigilant ouer their 
docks. Herethe Priefhs are cucry way lufh- 
cient; and very ae in the cure o; ſoules. 
Heere the people are very zcalous, and fer- 
var fo addicted ro holy and [pirituall duc- 
os, Thanks theretore be ro God, who after 
thc night of lo many errors Subferrfoorth 
his light and tructh, which Ee hed me,and 
brou: at mc into his holy hill, and wo his ta- 
benacies. Andiorcioycngin theLord,I ſay 
avaincto my lelte, and ro YOu, my kecthrer 
1 he niohtisp You and the d.y is at band 
Heere perhaps ſome man may demaund 

of mee, why S. Paul {aith , thar the day is at 
hand , anduorry ther that it is already come 
which doubt feemcth the vreater vpon thc 
words, which goc before, Nunc proptor eſt no- 
ſtra| he yon crn cons - . Now rs our [al- 
uarion n2o er, then when wee beſeened. Heere 
rant ans the approach of the day isthe ap- 
proach of faluarion, and ihe day, and faluari- 
on are to bcetaken.to 1enific one, and rhe 
lame, and by conleq Ucn web \1des that day, 
ani fatuation, whi hich is Corift, aid his Gol: 
pci, & belides that Y ants hu ON , Which 
{1:nigceh 
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{1gnificrh grace,and the remithion of t1nnes, 
S. Paul v nderltandeth yer another day, and 
another faluation,which he declareth to bee 
come uicercr at the ume of his writing this 
Epiltle to them, then it was when they tirit 
TOO and | ioly Bapriline, with 
remiſſion of f1nncs. By tus faluation,vvhich 
is laid to haue come neerer, Lyra vader 
deth the Saluation brought in by the com- 
ning of Chrilt,as being Beercr, then it was 
hikors his comming. But naialny S. Paul, 
nor thcle Chril "hag ro whom hee wrote 
it, were belecucrs bafoce the comming of 
Chcilt: And yer.S. Paul laith plainely, quam 
cum Eredidimus, thats, then when we began 
ro belceuc in Chritt. Saint Chy/oftome by this 
Saluation vnderitandeth the generall relur- 
rection, which ihall bcat the fecond com- 
ming of Chrilt , ar Doomelday : where- 
woes S. Paul awakeththe fairhfull, ro make 
them watchcull, and ready tor cthargenerall 
Iudzement, which in the "ory Apoltles 
mes was by t 1any c deeined ro be very nigh 
at hand. But it 15 better for vs to int eCrPIcte 
thus admonition of the Apoltleconcerning 
L-3 Death, 
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Death,and the particular judgement of cuc- 
ry man; andeuery of vs tofay toour fclucs, 
andto one another, Noſter dies appropinqua- 
uit,& propior eft Salusnoſtra; Onr day is at hand, 
and our Saluation 8 neerer , becaulc the day of 

ourdcath comes on cuery moment necrcr, 
' & neerer. Let vs thertore,my brethren, pro- 
uide that at the comming of that lalt day, 

Math.z, Chriſt may finde vs preparcd : For yee know 
Mah,zs, Met at What houre your Maſter yyul come. Be tea- 
die, as the flue wile Virgins were ready, and 
enrred in with the Spoule to the wedding. 
And let vs take heede, that befalles vs nor, 
which the ftiucfoolith viroins found , who 
were for cucr {hut out of doorcs from the 
wedding, with that rerribleanſwere, Neſcio 
vos, T know you not. And therefore horaeft 
nos ae ſomnoſurgere. Tt is high time for vs to 
awake from (lcepe, foralmuch as Dies appro- 
pinquauit ; The day # nighat hand. 

” DN Abyciamus ergo operatenebrarum, Let vs put 
oft this blacke ſuite. T he fir{t worke of dark- 
neſle, or rather that darkneſſe, which God in 

De civirn, The Hrit Creation of the world did diuide 

= mg trom chelight, is by S. Auguſtine expounded 
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to be theeuil] Angels ; as areallo ſtiled by 
S. Paul The Princes of the darkn«ſſe of this yor ld. rphecs.r2, 
Thele wee haue openly renounced in our 
_ and yet they ceaſe not to {etypon 
. Refiſt the Diuell and hee will flie from you. tames 4 
He chat trauaileth inthe night eaſily falleth 
into the hands of theeues, and cut-throats, 
and is molt commonly robbed of that bes 
hath, and ſometime of his lifeallo. Ifaman Ion 11.9, 
walke in the day, he ſtumbleth nor becauſe he ſeeth 
the light of chis world. But if a man walke in the 
nioht he ſtumbleth, becauſe there is no light in him. 
The Diels are thefe night; thecues ,. and 
ſomrime allo day-roaucrs, Meridiani,cuenin 
tacnoone day.T heir ſnares are temptations, 
and f1nne their priſon. If thertore we would 
not fall into their hands, andbecome {laues 
to the kingdome of darkneſle , tervscalt +: 
way the w 'orkes of darkneſle, es vs walkein 
the day 1n our Sautour Chrilts companic, 
and wee (hall not need to ſtand in feare of 
them. Scato circundabit te eritas eins, non ti- Thal.g1.4, 
mebis atimore nofturno. A ſagutta Tolante. in 
dic, a negotio perambulante in tenebris, ab incurſu 
C&> damonio meridiano. Cadent 4 lateretuomilie, 
F-3 = Cp 
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3 d:cem millia a de xctris turs, ad te autem non ap- 
propinquabir Hu _ ſhall jhield thee a8 a buck- 

[-r. Thou ſhalt no; bee afraid of the feare of the 
night, nar 0 of che arrow Sa a flieth by ') day , of the 
Wor ke thr walketh m the dark? of inuaſton , nor 
of the dinell of the midday. A thouſand jhail fall at 
thy jide, and ten thouſand at thy right hand : but it 


ſhailnor come nigh thee. - The workes of dark- 


neſſcarcileepe,dreames, and idlcnefle.Let vs 
ſhake oft thele allo. For whil:/t men are aſleepe 


the enemie ſowerh the Tares. And the vainc 


arcames of worldly proiccts doe fo intoxi- 
catethe braine ,  & wee forget our owne 
loules, and things eternal. That miſerable 
worldling was 11a dreame, when he fayd, 
I will pull down? my barnes, and build vp greater. 
I willſ 1y Unto my ſoule , Sore rhou baſ much 
20045 layed op for many yeeres. Line at eaſe, eat, 
pi inke, jp thy paſtime. But this Sr 
was very ſhort; for pickcntly hee heard chat 
voice from God,O foole,thu night will they fetch 
away thy foule fromthee. Let vs thertorcithake 
oft luch dreames as theſe, rogerher with all 
1dlenefle, and fluggilanelle 10 things con- 
Ccrning God and | his heaucnly uct Ifs 
muit 
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mult bee accounted among the workes of 


darkncſle, it we be p ,offeſſed with a nightly, 
drowiic {ilencc in Gods bulſincſle, during 
this cleare day of tructh, Let vs therforc calt 

away this ſtupidity, let vs breake this {ilence. 
Claia, ne ceſſes Cric out aloud and! ſparc nor, 
fayth the Propher. Sodid S. Paulas he reli 
fieth ofhimſel e, Murdn: ſum a [anguine Cc. 


Ilir 58, 


T am pure from the blood of all men. Far 1 hane Ae: 


not ſhunned to declare onto you , all the coun- 
ſell of GOD. Therctorcit weallo doe nor 
thus, ve ſhall not beguiitleſſe of the blood 


of thole foules , which p ith through out 


ſilence. Let vs praiſe God with our voice, 
let vs publiſh abroad his. truth. Teaching 
and admoniſhing our ſclues m PF/almes , and 
Hymm.s, aud ſprrituall 'ongs [inging with grace 
in our h:a*ts to the Lord. Let Vs ”" rhiceotins 
calt away thele, and all orher workes of 
darkeneſſe. 

| Et induamiiy armalucis. As ſoone as wee 
haue quirre our {clues of our blacke, and 
doletull ap pparcl}, ir remaines, that wee doe 
norany while remainec na ked* bur foorth- 
with put on our clcare ar fo p obtfome ar- 
ray. 


Coloſ.3.16. 


Tohn. 8.14. 
and 8.46. 
and 9 F. 


Reuel.12.:. 


68 
ray. Letos put on the armony of light. It is not 
hard ro finde whartthis armour of light is. 
Our Sauiour Chrilt, ſpeaking of himlclte, 
ſaide, Iam the light of the world. As long asI 
am in the world, I amthe light of the world, I 
am come a light into the world. Andour Apo- 
{tle heredeclareth expreſiclie, that he meant 
Chrilt ro bee this our lighiſomecloathing, 
when hee addeth a'terward Pur on the Lord 
Tejus Chriſt. Bctore that Chrilt came, God, 
as I rold you , hcld the light hidden in his 
hand. Bur, after his comming, his beloued 
diſciple deſcriberh the holy Church in theſe 
words ; A TWWomanclad with the Sunne, and the 
Moone vnder her feete. And the fame accor- 
deth with St. Pauls exhorting cucry Chrilti- 
an to Pat on Teſus Chriſt , and take nothought 
for the fleſh, ro fulfill the luſts of it. The trea- 


ding of the Moone vnderour fecete, is the 


, contemning of the fleſhly yaniry of things 


temporal] and tranſuory , whichis the pro- 
per duty of a Chriſtian, And euen this, 
which Saint Paul here ſaith ro the Romanes 
The night is paſt , let cos put on the armonr of 
light ; heeſauh inotherwords tothcEpheſi- 


ans, 
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ans, Awake thouthat ſleepe$t, and Chriſt ſpall 
give thee light. 

Some curious braines have conicctured, 
that Noab, when hee was ſhutte vppe inthe 
Arke, andcould not hauelight by the lintle 
window thereof, ( which allo was continu- 
ally kept ſhut ) vied a Carbunclc, or fome 0- 
ther more radiant precious Stone, to giue 
light in the Arke. And what ſtone can be 
ſo bright ro enlighten our darkenes,vwhileſt 
we floatto faue vs from thedclugeof ſinne, 
as Chriſt ? Petra autem erat Chriſtus. And 
that ſtone is Chriſt , whoallo is che true light, 
that enlighteneth enery man that commeth intorhe 
world. Hee is the molt refplendent, and pre- 
cious Germme : Let vs (el allro purchafsir. 
Hethathath nor Chriſt before him, let him 
not looke for the light. Yanum eft roobrs ante 
lucem ſargere. 1t is but loft labour for you to riſe 
before the daylight. He that thinketh himſclfe 
able to riſe out of darkeneſle, and obſcure 
night of finne and infidelity , before thar 
Chriſt fend forth the day-fpring of grace in- 
ro his heart, ſurely hee is in an idle concert, 
K and 


Epheſ.5.r4 


Genry. 


1.Cor.10.4 
Ioh.1.9. 


Plalm 127.3, 
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anddreamethin'the nightof agreaterrour. 
If thou of thy (elfe wiltnecdes getyp before 
the light, thou ſhalt finde thy felte notwirh- 
ſtanding to remainein the darke. Hee that 
would walke in ſafety, and in thelight, lcr 
him riſe indcede, but hee muſt nfe with 
Chriſt, and follow Chriſt whitherlocuer he 


Rom.1z14, Icadcth: andthis is to pur on the Lord leſws. 


Luke,10, 30. 


Adam was ſometime cloathed with the. 
goodly white Roabe of innocencic,and ori- 
ginall 1uſtice, Burt (alas) being miſleled by 
thecounfaile giuen him by the Serpent the 
Princeof darkeneſle, he fell intothe hands 
of thecucs, which ſiripped him of his rayment, 
and wounded him, and departed.leauing him halfe 
dead. But behold,the good Samaritane doth 
not only cure his wounds, butalſo coucreth 


his nakednefſle, youchſafing himſclfc to be- 


- come agarment vnto him. Therefore put yee 


Matth:2.13. 


0n the Lord Ieſus. Thus is that wedding Gar- 
ment,without which whoſocuer preſenteth 
himſelfe to che Table of the Lord, ſhall bee 
thruſt out of doores in tencbras exteriores, in- 
to otter darkeneſſe. The Prophet Tay fore- 

| ſpoke 
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ſpoke this faire Roabe, this nuptiall Gar- | 
ment, which was then at making for vs. 1 
w1ll greatly reioyce in the Lord, my ſoule ſhall bee (6:10, 
zoyfull in my God. For bee hath cloathed mee with 
the garments of ſaluation : hee bath conergd mee 
' with the Roabe of righteouſeneſſe, as a bride- 
groome decketh himſelfe with ornaments, and as a 
bride adorneth her ſelfe with her wwels. 

Induamur arma lucts. Let vs put on the armor 
of light. Hee faith not ler vs puton the gar- 
ments of light, but the armour of light. 
_ ForChriſt arrayerh vs, n0n ad pompam , [ed ad 
pugnam , notto et vs out in an empty and 
vaine ſhew, but co furniſh, and ſecurevs for 
combar, the wholelife ofa Chriſtian becing 
a warfare. Of the molt accompliſhed Ar- 
my of Anttochus itis related in the hiſtory of ,,,.. 
the Machabees , that, when the Sunne [hone 
-opon the ſhields of gold, and braſſe, the moun- 
raines gliſtred therewith, and ſhined like lampes of 
fire. Iris another manner of luſtre,and beau- 
ty, which this armour of light, worne by a 
Chriſtian, doth dart forth on euery {ide vp- 
ontheeycs of God himſelte, and of the ho- 


KR 2. ly 


7& | 
ly Angels, and bleſſed ſoules. For the wea- 


.Cor.10.4." pons of our Warfare are not carnall , but mighty 
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through Gog,co the pulling downe of ſtrong holds, 
caſting downe imaginations, and cuery high thing, 
that Pxalteth it ſelfe again} the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captinitie every thought to the 0- 
bedience of Chrifl. And ſo Chriſt is our Ar- 
mour, ouritrength, ourdefence , our cou- 
rage,our conquerer,andin the end our both 
rewarder, and reward. Behold the armour 
ot light. Put on the whole armonr of God , that 
yee may bee able —_ againſt the wiles of the 
diuell. For we wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood, 
but againſt principalities, againſl powers, againſt 
the rulers of the darkeneſve of this world, againſ? 
ſpiritual wickedneſſes in high places. Put onthe 
breſtplate of righteouſeneſſe, -- take the ſhield of 
faith, --the helmet of ſaluation, the ſword of the 
ſpiric which is the word of God. 1 hope in God, 
by the helpe alſo of your godly prayers, 
deare brethren, that his heauenly Maieſty 
willreachfoorth to mee, and dire&t in my 
band this {word of his word, wherewith,as 
l haue begun, ſol may bceenabledco hold 
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on the combat againſt the Rulers of darke- 
neſſe, for the ſetting free ſo many poore de- 
ceiued ſoules from a many of crrours, and 
that I may alſo pur this ſword into thcir 
owne hands, with which they of them- 
ſclues may worke their owne freedome 
from that yoake of Tyranny, which lieth ſo 

heauy vpon them. 
Letvsall puton thearmour of light, and 
in ſpeciall, you my brethren of Italy. For if | 
we would all with ioynt endeuour furniſh 
our {clues with this armour, wee might the 
better hopefor a glorious victory. Weſhall 
indeed put on the armour of light, if, ypon 
the reforming of Religion, and deteltation 
ofcrrors indoctrine, we ſhall lead an exem- 
plary life, full of good edificarion, keeping 
ourſclues a farre offfrom f1n,, and being de- 
uoutinprayers,frequentin hearing,and rea- 
ding the word of God, andin performance 
of other {pirituall exerciſes, eſpecially in re- 
ceiuing the holy Communion,and alfo ſhall 
ſhew our (clues fruirfull in good workes. 


So let your light ſhine before men , that they may Mihs. 
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fee your y00d works,and glorifie your Father which 


# inheauen. What ſhall it auaile vs to haue re- 
formed Religion, and not to reforme our 
lives withall2? To belceue aright, and ro.doc 
that which is wrong will ſtand vs in ile 
ſtced , nay it will finke vs the deeper, into 
Hell. He that knoweth the will of God, and 
docth it nor, ſhatbe beaten with the more ſtripes. 
The Diuels alſo beleeue,and tremble. It is a cur- 
rent ſpeech among the Papilts, that whoſo- 
eucr lcaueth their party , and ioyneth him- 
{clfeto the Reformed Churches, dothitfor 
the loue of carnall libertie , and that he may 
lead a licentious life. It lieth vpon vs for our- 
part to giue them no occaſion of ſuch re- 

roachfull ſlanders ; and toarray our clues 
with ſuch lightſome,and glittering armour, 
as may dazlethcir cies, and confound them: 
{o that they may be forced to confeſle, that 
inthe Reformed Churches, there is an vn- 


 feinedand fruutull profeſſion of the refor- 


mation of life allo; and that there men liuc 
in thetrue fearc of God, in true godlineſe, 
and true deuotion, freefrom ſcandall. Put 


yee 
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yee on therefore, as the ef of God, holy and bee 
loued, the bowels of mercy . kindneſſe, humbleneſſe 
of minde, meekneſſe , long ſuffering , forbearimg 
one another, and forgiuing one another, if any man 
haue a quarrell againſt any. And aboue all theſe 
things put on charity, which is the bond of perfett- 
neſſe. It we put onthe armourof light, wee 
ſhall become the children of light , and cnioy 
alſo the fruit of light. For the fruit * of the light ,, .. 
is m all goodneſſe, andrighteouſneſſe, and trueth. * Alus of the 
Which ot vs knowcth not that the chil- 
dren of God are ſtiled, Bhe children of the light? 
The realonis, becauſe God himlfelte is light. 
Whereupon our Sauiour Chriſt vſcth this 
reprchenf1o, thatthe children of this world, 
thatis,the children of darkneſle are wiſer then 
thechildren of light: And admonitheth vs in 
this maner : While yee haue light , beleeuc inthe 1akn.12.36. 
light, that ye may be the children of light. In like P's 
maner S. Paul : Wakke asthe children of light. Ther, 
Becauſe yce are zhe chilaren of light, and the 
fonnes of God. And therfore here hoexhorterh 
vs: Let vs put onthe armour of light. A Chri- 
tian thewerh quickly by his life, whether he 
be 
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bethe ſonne of God, or no. The Eagle with 
his ſtrong and clearecycs is able, and accu- 
ſtomed to looke direly vpon the Sunne, 
and by this cſlay ſhee is wont to prooue her 
yong ones: namely if they be both able,and 
willing to fixe their ſight yponthe flaming 
circle of the Sunne, then ſhe takes them for 
her owne: burifthey will norgaze vponhe 
Sunne, but turne thcirecyes away from the 
beames thereof, then ſhee caſterh them our 
of her neſt, as a baſtard degenerating, and 
changeling brood. & our heauenly,Father, 
who «s an Eagle ſlirrcth op her neſt , fAluttereth 
oner ber yong, ſpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh 
them, beareth themon her wings , doth proouc 
vs, whether we delight ro looke yp on him 
being our light, and, if he finde,that we ſeeke 
thoſe things Which are aboue,and make our con- 
uerfatio to ſhine with the cleare white of in- 
nocency,of due obedience tohim,andofho. 
ly imiration of him, then hec holdeth vs for 
his owne vndoubted offpring , and for true 
children of the light. Bur if he finde vs Laci- 
fugaato ſhrinke backe from thelighr, and to/ 
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curne away from beholding our Sunne of 
rightcouinefle, compoſing our (clues to be- 
hold only thoſe things that are pon the earth, 
then heecalteth vs off, for ſo many Owles 
and Bartcs, that loue the darke, and cannot 
abide the light. 

That light, from whence wee are to ex- 
pect thele good cttects mult be Chrilt only. 
By no Planer, or Starre, other thenthe Sun, 
can truc and pure gold bee begotten inthe 
bowels of the earth; or fine Orient Pearlein 
the ſhels of fiſhes. Letthe Alchymilts (wear, 
and ſpend themlclues in labouring to make 
gold by artificiall meanes, and hear, diuers 
from thchcarof the Sunne: T hey fhall bring 
foorch nothing, bur falſe Alchymicall gold, 
ofno worth. Whoſocuer ſeeketh for ſani- 
ty,andgrace(which is the trucand precious 
gold, and the riches of all our youu 
o00d) from any other Planer, then from the 
true Sunne Chrilt, hetroubleth himſelfe in 
vainc. When we areclad wtth this light, e- 
uen with Chriſt, we (hall bea molt accepta- 


ble ſightto the eyesof our heauenly King, 
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and haue caulc to preſume of yictory oucr 
the Prince ofdarknefle. So Heſter being ar- 
rayed in royall robes did winnethe heart of 


Aſſuerus. So Iuduh, being clad with aarments 


of gladneſſe, obtained thar notable. victory 
vpon Holophernes. - 

It S. Paul heere biddeth all rhe faichtull, 
Put on the armour of light ; ſurely (that which 
much afte&terh me ) he {peaketh the ſame in 
more ſpecial & cticuallmanerto vs Priclts 
and Miniſters of Chriſt. For cucn long be- 
fore this, God did ſufficiently declare, that 
his Miniſters were to be clothed with light 
and whitenefle. When they enter in at the gates 
of the inner ( ourt,they ſhalbe cloathed with linnen 
garments, and no Wollen fhall com: upon them. 
He thatis ro miniſter in the SanCtuary, mult 
not haue wool| about him, being a fuper- 
fluity pertayning toa'bealt(that is, hee mult 
not catry affe us animales, carnall,and bealt- 
ly aftections) but white, and pure linnen, 
whichis the ſymboleof the brightneſle of all 
vertues, good example, and perfect righte- 
ouſneſle, Sacerdotes tut indnantur ii{itiam. Let 
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thy Prieſts be clothed with righteouſnes. Et mun- 
damini, qui fertis aſa Domini : Be yee cleane 16i.;. 
that cary the veſſels of the Lord. And what 
cl{e is{1gnified ro vs by the white linnen gar- 
ment, wherewith ( according to the moſt 
ancient rites,& laudable cultomeof the pure 
and yer, yet-uncorrupted Church ) wearc 
cloathed, whileſt we exerciſe our ſacred fun- 
ction, but that it1s ourduety to puton the 
light, and to ſhine inall purity oflif:> This 
white habite putterh vs in mind,thar chiefly 
of vs thatis ſpoken by our Sauiour ;Noman mali.s.r5. 
lighteth a candle, ex puttteh it Vnder abuſhell, but 
| ſetteth it vp in acandleſtick, it gineth light toall 
that are inthe houſe. They thatarcin the holy 

Miniltery, ought now to {erue fora Pillarof 

acloud by day,anda Pillarof fire by night,to 
ouidethe Army of the Lord into the land of 
promiſe; They are the cyes of the Church. I 

may therefore apply to the Church that 

{peach vitered by our Sauiour ; Lucerna cor- N*:.5.-- 
ports eſtoculus.T he eye is thelight of the body. And 

(as Gregory Nazianzena molt worthy Biſhop ef. 46 apus 
hereupon inferreth, ) Lucerna autem Eccleſtee oO 
4 ef 


80 
eft Epiſcopus. A Biſhop is the Light or lampe_,of 
his Church. Therefore O Church, If thinee;e 
be ſinsl2, thy whole body ſha!be full of light: But if 
thine eye beeutil,thy whole body ſhalbe full of dar:- 
nes. If therefore the light, that is inthee be dark- 
«nes , how orcat is that darkenes ? The Papal! 
Churchcs (alas) know too wel by wofull cx- 
perience,thar from darke and euil eyes com- 
meth thar palpable darknes, wherin they arc 
held. Their Prelates, cipccially he that ma- 
keth himlelfe Prelatc of Prelats,are naughty 
pour-blind eyes, (nor do I except my felte,as 
{ was heretofore, being blind with them for 
company)eyesfullof earthly dult, which are 
bent oncly to poare downeward vpon the 
earth. And lo thediitrefied Churches vnder 
them remaine clouded vp in darkneſle. But 
lervsthanke GoD, F1 tat the cycsareall 
pure, and ſimple: andrhereupon Totum cor- 
pus, the whole body of this happy Church 
lucidum ef}, is cleare,and bright. 

Thus hauel ſpoken of light,and of dark 
neſſe, of day, and of night. In this life, in 
this valley of teares wearc much fubicCt ro 

dark- 
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darkneſſe. Letvs therefore pray the Author 

and Founraine of all light, that after this 
darke{ome life, he would conduct vs vp to 

that holy, and heauenly Hieruſalem, which 

hath no neede of the Sunne , neither of the Moone Nl 3133: 
to ſhine init: For the glory of God doeth lighten 

it, and the Lambe is the light thereof. To whom 

be praiſe, and glory for euermore. 


Thegrace of our LordIeſus Chriſt, and .Corrz.14. 
the loue of God, and the tellowſhip of 
the holy Ghoſt be with vs all. Amen. 


